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WILLIAM A. BATEN
Mediator/Arbitrator 
Summary of ADR Experience

Mr. Baten teamed with John Van Winkle in 1995 to create the first Indiana firm devoted exclusively to ADR.  Since that time, Mr. Baten has established a national practice having served as a mediator, arbitrator, and special master in over 4,500 matters involving a wide range of disputes.  Mr. Baten has been recognized as a “Super Lawyer” since its inception in 2003 and is one of a select few full-time neutrals to receive that honor.
Mediation

Mr. Baten has developed a reputation as a resourceful and tenacious mediator who will stay actively involved until the dispute is resolved.  Mr. Baten’s keys to success in mediation are his patience, preparation, and ability to deal with difficult issues and personalities.  While Mr. Baten mediates matters across a wide spectrum, including legal malpractice, employment, commercial, insurance coverage, construction, environmental, energy and securities matters, he specializes in the resolution of large, multi-party matters throughout the country, including class actions, mass torts and multi-district litigation.

For example, Mr. Baten has resolved construction disputes such as the “Big Dig” matter in Boston, commercial disputes such as Amtrak’s dispute with the manufacturer of its high-speed trains between D.C. and Boston, employment class actions involving racial and gender discrimination at Fortune 500 companies, and a variety of insurance coverage disputes totaling in excess of $1,000,000,000 (including a nine-figure settlement of a coverage dispute for property damage and business interruption resulting from an explosion at a large steel mill.)
Arbitration

Mr. Baten enjoys a reputation as an arbitrator who is willing to make tough decisions based on the facts and the law, and is critical of arbitration processes that simply “split the baby.”  Mr. Baten also believes that efficiency is at the core of arbitration, and therefore pledges never to make parties wait undue 
time for rulings or the final decision. Mr. Baten has served as an industry advisor to the Uniform Law Commissioners’ multi-year project to revise the 
Uniform Arbitration Act for the first time since its creation in 1955.  Mr. Baten also has served on 
mass-tort arbitration panels around the country as well as serving as chair of the arbitration panel that decided personal injury claims resulting from the Indiana State Fair stage collapse. 
Special Master

Mr. Baten has served as a special master and neutral administrator in several nine- and ten-figure disputes among Fortune 500 companies.  His responsibilities have ranged from rulings on discovery disputes to rulings on responsibilities for national and local defense structure among scores of defendants in mass-tort cases.  As with arbitration, Mr. Baten believes an important role of a special master is to expedite those matters which the courts are too overburdened to handle in a timely manner.  Therefore, Mr. Baten places emphasis on efficiency and timely action in his special master assignments.

Education

Mr. Baten graduated cum laude from the Georgetown University Law Center, where he was an editor of the law review.  In 1987, He received his undergraduate degree from Susquehanna University in 1981, where he graduated magna cum laude with Honors in Political Science.

Racing
Mr. Baten is also a competitor in various national racing series.  As a result, he is often called upon to resolve disputes in the automotive and racing industries. Bill’s racing accomplishments include Rookie of the Year and winning the 50th anniversary of the prestigious "June Sprints" at Road America in 2005 (first won by Carroll Shelby in 1955).  In 2021, Bill won his 6th June Sprints (and third in a row).  He has also won races and set track records at Road Atlanta, Pocono, Watkins Glen, VIR, Mid-Ohio, and Nelson Ledges. In 2014, Bill placed 2nd in the nation at the SCCA Championship Race at Laguna Seca in Monterey, California.  Bill also competes in the Trans Am professional road racing series, where he has earned a number of podium finishes.
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